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INTRODUCTION, BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 
 
This report, Our Kin Discarded: South Africa’s Inhumane, Unsustainable and Discreditable Trade in 
(nonhuman) Primates, focuses on South Africa’s so-called legal trade in (nonhuman) primates1 and their 
body parts. It is the fourth instalment of the EMS Foundation (“EMS”) and Ban Animal Trading (“BAT”) 
Extinction Business series.  
 
EMS and BAT oppose the trade in live (nonhuman) primates and their killing for trophy hunting.  
 
Despite South Africa’s indigenous primates being listed on the 2016 Regional Red List status as “Least 
Concern” our research and analysis of data provided by the national and provincial departments paints a 
very different picture.   
 
South Africa’s indigenous (nonhuman) primates should live in large communities of up to 100 individuals. 
Social life defines them. They are intelligent and interactive beings with sophisticated social knowledge and 
skills to navigate their complex hierarchies and networks of cooperative and competitive social relationships, 
both with relatives and non-relatives and also inter troop. Baboons for example, “live in multimale, 
multifemale groups that typically include eight or nine matrilineal families, a linear dominance hierarchy of 
males that changes often, and a linear hierarchy of females and their offspring that can be stable for 
generations. Daily life in a baboon group includes small-scale alliances that may involve only three 
individuals and occasional large-scale, familial battles that involve all the members of three or four 
matrilines. Males and females can form short-term bonds that lead to reproduction, or longer-term 
friendships that lead to cooperative child rearing.”2

 

 
All (nonhuman) primates experience emotions such as joy, fear, love, despair, and grief.3 They also play an 
essential role in ecosystems and biodiversity, contributing to regeneration and ecosystem health and 
providing important functions and benefits such as seed dispersal, pollination, regeneration and predator-
prey relationships. According to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List,4 60% of 
(nonhuman) primate species are threatened with extinction and about 75% have declining populations due 
to human activities. Globally, habitat loss and trade are considered the main threats to primate 
conservation.5  
 
There is a need to conserve (nonhuman) primate populations that are living in the wild because of land 
transformation and persecution by humans and the resultant fragmentation of populations and decline in 
numbers. (Nonhuman) primates are discriminated against, hunted for pleasure, persecuted, used in 
biomedical research, eaten, their body parts used in traditional medicine and they are traded for zoo and 

 
1 Including apes, monkeys, and prosimians. 
2 Cheney Dorothy L & Seyfarth Robert M.  Baboon Metaphysics. The Evolution of a Social Mind. University of Chicago Press, 2007.   
3 Marc Bekoff, Animal Emotions: Exploring Passionate Natures: Current interdisciplinary research provides compelling evidence that many animals 
experience such emotions as joy, fear, love, despair, and grief—we are not alone, BioScience, Volume 50, Issue 10, October 2000, Pages 861–870, 
https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/article/50/10/861/233998 
4 https://www.iucnredlist.org/ 
5 https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.1600946; https://peerj.com/articles/4869/; https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10764-021-00242-2; 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/236896264_Primate_conservation_Measuring_and_mitigating_trade_in_primates 

https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/article/50/10/861/233998
https://www.iucnredlist.org/
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.1600946
https://peerj.com/articles/4869/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10764-021-00242-2
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/236896264_Primate_conservation_Measuring_and_mitigating_trade_in_primates
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wildlife collections and as pets.6 The infant (nonhuman) primates will likely be taken to be sold as 'pets' or 
for entertainment purposes.7 In this context, they are also slow breeders, further exacerbating their decline. 
The existential crisis (nonhuman) primates find themselves in, whether they are taken from the wild or bred 
in captivity, is closely tied to the insatiable and ever-proliferating demand to own and kill rare and exotic wild 
animals. Across the entire ‘live trade value chain’ (nonhuman) primates are bred and kept in conditions 
which seriously compromise their welfare and poses significant risks to species conservation, animal and 
human health, and environmental integrity.   
 
Cognitively, behaviourally, emotionally and socially, (nonhuman) primates are some of the most complex 
animal species on earth. The capture and removal of free-living (nonhuman) primates from their natural 
habitats and social and family groups is extremely cruel and inflicts great suffering and distress, as well as 
resulting in injuries and death.  
 
All (nonhuman) primates are wild animals and they are fundamentally unsuited to captivity. A captive 
environment can never provide them with conditions where their complex and species-specific physical, 
social and psychological welfare needs can be fully met. (Nonhuman) primates suffer enormously when kept 
for commercial purposes, in captivity, as pets and as biomedical research subjects. They are often forcibly 
removed from their mothers soon after birth, spend their lives confined in small cages, and endure 
unnecessary, painful procedures such as tooth extraction to make them less dangerous. Unlike in the wild, 
where most live in large social groups, when kept as ‘pets’ and in captivity they are held in relative isolation, 
devoid of social contact with others of their own species, and in conditions detrimental to their health and 
well-being. Many display stereotypical behaviours as a result of the deprived life they are forced to endure.8 
 
Wildlife trade (illegal and legal) is a key driver of extinction risk and represents a major threat to global 
biodiversity and a major driver of species decline.9 BAT and EMS continue to focus on the ‘legal’ trade 
because, despite its scale and links to the illegal trade, it remains largely unscrutinised. Moreover, there is a 
profoundly mistaken belief that the ‘legal’ trade protects species and individual animals. Nothing can be 
further from the truth. Animals caught up in the viciously cruel and miserable ‘legal’ trade suffer and die just 
like the victims of the illegal trade. 
 
A report by the South African Anti-Money Laundering Integrated Task Force (SAMLIT) published in November 
2021, corroborated research by BAT and EMS in previously published research: “The use of the legal wildlife 
industry to mask illegal trade is prevalent in South Africa. This includes wildlife breeders, hunting, taxidermy, 
and legal wildlife trade exporters. The link to corruption allows some of this activity to occur using under-
declared or prohibited species alongside legal exports. Falsely declaring the source of CITES-listed 
(Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) specimens, appears to 

 
6 https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.1600946 
7 Svensson, Magdalena S, Ingram, Daniel John, Nekaris, K Anna I and Nijman, Vincent (2016) Trade and ethnozoological use of African lorisiformes 
in the last 20 years. Hystrix, the Italian Journal of Mammalogy, 26 (2). pp. 153-161. ISSN 1825-5272; 
https://actionforprimates.org/public/afp_trade.php; https://oxpeckers.org/2022/05/drcs-great-ape-
trade/?fbclid=IwAR0b4sH68BFdtGlIOFUptjTTTuyTPWSAII4i6f--iDWbQkfspPxylUm4OlI 
8 https://awionline.org/legislation/captive-primate-safety-act 
9 Hughes, AC. Wildlife Trade. Current Biology. 2021. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2021.08.056 

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.1600946
https://actionforprimates.org/public/afp_trade.php
https://oxpeckers.org/2022/05/drcs-great-ape-trade/?fbclid=IwAR0b4sH68BFdtGlIOFUptjTTTuyTPWSAII4i6f--iDWbQkfspPxylUm4OlI
https://oxpeckers.org/2022/05/drcs-great-ape-trade/?fbclid=IwAR0b4sH68BFdtGlIOFUptjTTTuyTPWSAII4i6f--iDWbQkfspPxylUm4OlI
https://awionline.org/legislation/captive-primate-safety-act
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2021.08.056
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be a common form of abuse; in many cases specimens are stated to be captive-bred when they are, in fact, 
wild caught.”10 
 
EMS and BAT’s objective is to enrich evidence-based data on the ‘legal’ trade in wild animals and their body 
parts through research, multi-sectoral policy engagement, awareness raising and advocacy. Our research 
fundamentally questions the efficacy and nature of current, regulatory wild animal trade interventions, both 
nationally and internationally.  
 
Species included in the CITES Appendices are vulnerable to over-exploitation and extinction.  CITES is meant 
to govern the global trade in these species but it is failing dismally, imparting a false sense of security for 
those who believe that the international ‘legal’ trade in wildlife is justified and sustainable. This report 
reveals that such security is wildly misplaced and, far from contributing to conservation, the legal trade is 
one of the biggest factors currently undermining conservation objectives.   
 
Transformational changes (game-changing shifts) are urgently needed if we are to secure humanity’s future. 
To do this we need to address the interlinked emergencies of human induced climate change and the loss of 
wild species. As a Daily Maverick article headlined, it is biodiversity meltdown and code red for the survival 
of all wild creatures – and ultimately humanity.11  The article was commenting on an October 2022 
assessment report by 89 global scientists which found that between 1970 and 2018 the number of wild 
animals plunged by 69%.12 
 
 

MAIN FINDINGS  
 
This report is based on: official information obtained from the South African Department of Forestry, 
Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE), via the Promotion of Access to Information Act13 (PAIA), about the 
trade in CITES14 listed (nonhuman) primates which took place through a single port of exit15 for the period 1 
January 2016 to end December 2022 (7 years); responses to PAIA requests sent to all nine provinces in 2022; 
and other CITES export and import records and data.  
 
Of concern is that our analysis shows that there are a number of systemic issues related to the recording of 
official data itself. These include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 
• Non-standard common names are used for record keeping, which means that it is difficult to collate or 

review data at a species level and in some cases difficult to identify the species being traded.  The proper 
Latin species name should be used to ensure the validity of the data. 

 
10 https://www.fic.gov.za/Documents/SAMLIT_IWT%20Report_November2021.pdf 
11 It’s Code Red for the survival of all wild creatures —... (dailymaverick.co.za) 
12 https://wwflpr.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/lpr_2022_full_report_1.pdf 
13 Act 2 of 2000. 
14 CITES is a multilateral treaty to protect endangered animals and plants from the threats of international trade.  
15 OR Tambo International Airport, Johannesburg, Gauteng. 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2022-10-16-its-code-red-for-the-survival-of-all-wild-creatures-and-ultimately-humanity/
https://wwflpr.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/lpr_2022_full_report_1.pdf
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• CITES appendix numbers are not linked to the species name – which would raise a red flag and require 
additional checks in the case of Appendix I & II species. For example, CITES Appendix I-listed animals 
should not be taken from the wild nor should they be traded under any category other than the “Z” 
category. (The “Z” category is problematic: CITES Appendix I-listed species should be bred for 
conservation purposes only. While zoos claim to play a major role in conservation, this is far from the 
truth. CITES Appendix I species should be traded for conservation purposes only.)  

• It is difficult to ascertain how many animals are traded under a single permit if only body parts are listed.  
This means that the quantity of animals exported and the impact of trade on wild populations cannot be 
assessed. 

• There is no register of approved exporters and several names for a single exporter are used (including 
misspellings). This makes it difficult to collate the information for a single exporter, and to analyse 
trends.     

• Without a register of approved exporters, it is difficult to look up if the exporter has any red flags 
regarding illegal activities that warrant further inspection by authorities. 

• Similarly, without a register of approved importers, it is difficult to look up if the importer is registered as 
a zoo or rescue facility to ensure that the “Z” category is not misused. 

• Nonsensical data is captured and not flagged on review, such as the “source” of baboon hunting trophies 
being ‘captive-bred’ or ‘ranched’ or the species refers to a (nonhuman) primate while the description is 
live birds.  This means that data is not accurate and makes the details of the trade unclear. 

• It should not be permissible to leave blank data fields as this results in incomplete data.  This occurred 
mainly with import and export country fields. This makes it difficult to analyse the data for an importing 
country and compare it to the data submitted by that country on the CITES database.  This means that 
discrepancies could go unscrutinised. 

• There are no warning flags for the country-specific laws of trade partners, for instance, if certain 
countries do not allow the export of wildlife for commercial purposes, this should be flagged, and a 
permit automatically refused. 

• Export data provided to CITES by South Africa, apparently does not reflect the actual trade in 
(nonhuman) primates, but rather the permits issued.  This does not give an accurate record of 
international trade by South Africa for the assessment of impact on indigenous species and does not 
allow trade partners to agree corresponding information and to identify possible illegal activity. 

• Quantities declared as imports by trade partners are not compared to declared exports and 
discrepancies are not investigated.  This is a key check that should be performed regularly to check for 
illegal trade. 

• Consolidated information on exports was not available when requested via PAIA.  This means that export 
data from the provinces is not collated and subject to oversight at a national level.  Provincial data 
should be collated at a national level.  Provincial data should be scrutinised for accuracy and validity to 
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ensure that provinces are complying with the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act16 
(NEM:BA) and CITES regulations.   

 
Our research shows that South Africa’s laws are failing to protect (nonhuman) primates and are not 
preventing the negative consequences of South Africa’s so-called legal trade in (nonhuman) primates and 
their body parts. This trade is characterised by: 

• Poor quality of the CITES trade data 
• Data discrepancies   
• No trade analytics and trade risk flags 
• Illegal shipments masquerading as legal exports 
• Untraceable destinations/importers/addresses 
• Untraceability of many of the individuals traded 
• Compliance and enforcement negligence 
• Largely absent verification measures 
• Unfamiliarity and non-compliance with wildlife trade regulations of importing countries 
• Inadequate safeguards 
• Contribution to the illegal international wildlife trade through the breeding of and trade in 

(nonhuman) primates 
• Current South African regulation and policy relating to the breeding, trade in, keeping and killing of 

(nonhuman) primates is piecemeal, and does not pay attention to a precautionary approach to risk  
• Inadequate systems in place to ensure that the regulatory authorities have all the information they 

need to determine that the trade in (nonhuman) primates and their body parts is non-detrimental 
• Trade and hunting determinations for indigenous (nonhuman) primates are irrational and arbitrary  

 
The official data provides a window into the extent of South Africa’s international trade in (nonhuman) 
primates and reveals that for the period under review: 

• Indigenous (nonhuman) primates are cruelly and unsustainably targeted, traded and killed.  
• The relevant management authorities unlawfully authorise and support the trade in and killing of 

South Africa’s indigenous (nonhuman) primates.  
• 10,226 (nonhuman) primates17 were traded during this period (January 2016 – December 2022) 

through a single port of exit. 
• 5,244 indigenous (nonhuman) primates were exported as hunting trophies (3,349 chacma 

baboons, 1,886 vervet monkeys and 9 bushbabies).   
• 1,141 live indigenous bushbabies were exported during this period.   
• At least thirty five percent (35%) of the live (nonhuman) primates exported from South Africa are 

traded for commercial purposes (“T” category).  A further 3% are traded for the purpose of 

 
16 Act, 10 of 2004. 
17 In all instances, the numbers represent single animals.  Where two specimens were traded under a single permit that appeared likely to be from a 
single animal e.g., the skull and skin, this was counted as a single animal i.e., the skull was counted as the animal and the skin or other part counted 
as nil.  970 specimens were eliminated in this manner.  A further 41 were parts of animals but on balance appeared likely to be derived from different 
animals e.g., skull and body, where it was assumed, they were not transporting a headless body.  
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breeding in captivity, although whether this is part of a registered breeding program or not, is 
not clear. A further 4% are traded under the "Z" category but not all of these are bona fide zoos 
but are rather private zoos, run for profit. 

• Exports of non-indigenous (nonhuman) primates to countries that have imported large numbers 
of live (nonhuman) primates from South Africa are highly questionable and may be part of 
smuggling operations, for example, Bangladesh. Indeed, increasingly, Bangladesh is being used to 
launder wild animals and facilitate global illegal trade.18 Our research shows that all the 
(nonhuman) primate exports from South Africa to Bangladesh19 were for commercial (trade) 
purposes. Bangladesh issues Non-Objection Certificates (NOCs) for wildlife imports but they do 
not allow commercial trade in (nonhuman) primates and therefore do not issue NOCs for 
commercial trade.  Only one export from South Africa to Bangladesh was supposedly for “Z” 
(zoo) purposes but this was to a company that does not exist and the Bangladesh Forest 
Department (BFD) did not issue an NOC for that import. Moreover, the Bangladesh Forest 
Department (BFD) has confirmed to us in writing that: 

o Bangladesh does not allow (nonhuman) primates to be kept as pets or for laboratory 
purposes; 

o the sale of (nonhuman) primates in markets and shops is not allowed;  
o Bangladesh does not export (nonhuman) primates; 
o the BFD only issues NOCs and CITES import permits to government zoos for (nonhuman) 

primates (but that this number is very limited), and  
o eleven Bangladeshi animal brokering companies imported non-indigenous monkeys from 

South Africa between 2013 and 2021, but only one such company actually exists. They 
were exported “lawfully” from South Africa but never imported legally.  

• No national or provincial authorities in South Africa have the necessary expertise or resources to 
effectively assess the welfare conditions of (nonhuman) primates in captivity.  

• There are clear welfare and environmental concerns with South Africa’s poorly managed, 
ecologically damaging and unsustainable − live and body parts – (nonhuman) primate trade. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Based on extensive trade data scrutiny and analysis, we urge the Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and 
Environment to urgently adopt an approach to the trade in (nonhuman) primates that is aimed at respecting, 
ensuring and enforcing species protections, conservation, welfare and well-being and mitigating 
environmental risks.  
 
This should be done by taking the following measures:  
 

• Ensure that management and enforcement authorities apply the necessary due diligence.  This 
should include a review of people issuing permits to ensure that they are implementing the 
regulations. 

 
18 Uddin, N. et al, Laundered alive? The transnational trade in wild felids through Bangladesh. Global Ecology and Conservation, Volume 41, 
January 2023. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gecco.2022.e02356 
19 Our investigations show that at least 2 927 non-indigenous primates were exported from South Africa to Bangladesh between 2013 to 2021. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gecco.2022.e02356
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• Implement at national level an effective system for managing the issuance of both local and 
international export permits that ensures that trade information is uniform, valid, accurate and 
complete.  This information must be collated to form a national-level view of actual trade in all 
primate species that can be submitted to CITES. 

• Ensure at national level that actual trade data is available and compared to the data of trade 
partners submitted to CITES and discrepancies investigated.   

• Ensure that national and provincial authorities urgently revisit how they manage indigenous 
(nonhuman) primate populations, so as to make sure that: 

o biodiversity is protected and conserved; 
o activities that pose risks for the conservation of indigenous primate species are 

prevented;  
o effective and efficient management approaches and systems are implemented, are 

uniform and consistent across provinces and are enforced;   
o public awareness and dissemination of knowledge about primates, and their 

conservation, is promoted;   
o due care is exercised and the welfare and well-being of individual primates is protected;  
o co-operative governance and alignment is promoted within and between provinces and 

provincial/national departments, and co-operation with and between non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) – including legitimate sanctuaries and rehabilitation centres, 
provinces and national government.  

• Understand that the commercial trade in (nonhuman) primates is ethically wrong because it 
ignores their complex social structures and cognitive abilities and because it provides a cover for 
the illegal trade: prohibit the international commercial trade and sale of all (nonhuman) primates 
and their body parts, including private keeping and breeding, and ensuring that current legislation 
does not legitimise the commercialisation of (nonhuman) primates. 

• Comprehensively and transparently assess the impact via an NDF of the legal trade (including 
trophies) on the population decline of (nonhuman) primates.  

• Support in situ conservation and a precautionary and compassionate approach in relation to 
(nonhuman) primates.   

• (Nonhuman) primate species that are not indigenous to South Africa are nevertheless indigenous 
in their country of origin. South Africa has a responsibility to exercise due care to ensure that 
imports and exports to/from South Africa do not threaten the conservation of these species and 
do not impact on their individual welfare and well-being.  

• A new ethos is necessary to ensure changes not only to what is done, but how things are done. 
This will require:  

o developing and implementing a new conservation philosophy based on Ubuntu; and  
o changing people’s attitudes to Nature and wild species so that they understand that their 

conservation is essential to long-term flourishing of humanity and aspire to co-exist 
harmoniously within Nature instead of simply regarding wild species as merely economic 
“resources”, expendable or “damage causing”.   

• Immediately issue a moratorium on the trade, hunting and killing of South Africa’s 
indigenous (nonhuman) primates and the breeding, trading and keeping of exotic 
(nonhuman) primates as pets. 
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INDIGENOUS (NONHUMAN) PRIMATES: IRRATIONAL AND ARBITRARY OVERSIGHT                                                                                                       

 
Vervet monkeys used in biomedical experiments. Image Credit: South Africans for the Abolition of Vivisection, 2004 

 
South Africa is home to six indigenous (nonhuman) primate species: chacma baboons (Papio ursinus), 
samango monkeys (Cercopithecus albogularis), vervet monkeys (Chlorocebus aethiops), thick-tailed 
bushbabies (Otolemur crassicaudatus), Southern lesser bushbabies (Galago moholi) and Mozambique dwarf 
bushbabies (Galagoides granti).20  All these species are susceptible to escalating habitat loss.  
 
South Africa’s Scientific Authority21 is legally required to make national-level Non-Detriment Findings (NDFs) 
for all CITES species and these must be gazetted. Sections 61 and 62 of the National Environmental 
Management Biodiversity Act (NEM:BA) make it clear that in order to engage in the international trade of 
either, or both, TOPS-listed (Threatened Or Protected Species) and CITES-listed species: 

i. the scientific authority must make an annual NDF for species that are subject to CITES, i.e., that the 
proposed exportation of such specimens would not be detrimental to their survival;22  

ii. the NDFs must be made in accordance with CITES requirements, and 
iii. those NDFs must be submitted to the Minister who must gazette them.  

 
The requirement to issue NDFs prior to the issuing of an export quota is a position already adopted and 
communicated by South Africa to the CITES Secretariat.  In order to make adequate scientifically based 

 
20 The latter recently discovered by APIES team members within the borders of South Africa. 
21  https://www.sanbi.org/biodiversity/science-into-policy-action/scientific-authority/ 
22 NDFs are defined in NEM:BA to mean “the determination of the non-detrimental impact of an action on the survival of a species in the wild”. 

https://www.google.com/search?biw=1680&bih=971&q=https://www.sanbi.org/biodiversity/science-into-policy-action/scientific-authority/%23:%7E:text%3DThe%2520+Scientific%2520+Authority%2520is%2520active,Conference%2520of%2520+Parties%2520to%2520+CITIES.%26text%3DThe%2520+Scientific%2520+Authority%2520has%2520been,of%2520+Section%252060%2520of%2520+NEMBA.&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiPzqLGvsb7AhVTnVwKHbyMAo4QBSgAegQIKRAB
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findings, at the very least, there needs to be effective collation and circulation of information on a real time 
basis between the provincial permitting officials, the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), 
the scientific authority and the national Minister.  
 
When it comes to South Africa’s indigenous (nonhuman) primates, the scientific authority and the national 
Minister are not complying with their legal obligations in terms of NEM:BA. South Africa is, therefore, failing 
to verify that the (nonhuman) primate trade it rubber stamps, is ecologically sustainable, ethical and takes 
into account their well-being and intrinsic worth.  
 
Over and above the destruction and fragmentation of (nonhuman) primate habitat23 and despite being listed 
as a CITES II threatened species, indigenous (nonhuman) primates in South Africa are offered very little 
protection. Instead, they are shot and poisoned, illegally captured, traded, incarcerated, hunted, eaten and 
used for medicinal purposes. In addition, they are also vulnerable to such hazards as power lines pylons, veld 
fires and road accidents.   

The Live Trade in Bushbabies 
 
Bushbabies in South Africa are not protected under the country’s national environmental legislation and all 
of the provinces allow the hunting and capture and keeping in captivity of bushbabies subject to a permit. 
During the 7 years under review, an average of 163 per year, were forced into the international trade, 
causing immense suffering and likely threatening their populations in the wild.   
 
Southern lesser bushbabies are exported from Sub-Saharan Africa in significant numbers for the 
international pet trade.24 From January 2016 to December 2022, 943 southern lesser bushbabies and a 
further 198 unspecified bushbabies were exported from South Africa. Thailand imported the 1,075 of these 
bushbabies from South Africa, accounting for 93% of South Africa’s bushbaby exports.  All Thailand imports 
are linked to pet shops at the infamous Chatuchak Pet Market, Bangkok’s largest pet market.25 Mystic 
Monkeys and Feathers, a private zoo owned by Christa Saayman, exported 925 (86%) of all the bushbabies 
to Thailand.26 Mystic Monkeys exported more than 50 bushbabies to Thai animal breeder/dealer, Pisit 
Pakawan, who was also the recipient of lion bones from South Africa and has ties with Vannaseng Trading27, 
a Laotian company named as a “major trafficker of protected wildlife in 2016.”28 Southeast Asia’s boom in 
exotic pets and social media contribute to an increase in bushbabies as pets.  
 
South African traders also export bushbabies to the USA. Twenty individuals were exported in June to Gulf 
Breeze Zoo in Florida. Zoo owner Eric Mogensen was accused of animal cruelty and multiple other violations 

 
23 The primary catalyst driving (nonhuman) primate population decline is large-scale habitat loss.  
24 https://mcrsociety.org/2021/04/27/shedding-light-on-the-trade-in-nocturnal-galagos/ 
25 https://9now.nine.com.au/60-minutes/illegal-wildlife-wet-market-update-raided-and-shut-down-by-thai-authorities/cf0fc0ea-9805-4805-a983-
cbba4237b299 
26 https://mg.co.za/article/2012-07-26-south-africa-at-core-of-illicit-ape-trade/ 
27 See: https://emsfoundation.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/THE-EXTINCTION-BUSINESS-South-Africas-lion-bone-trade.pdf 
28 https://www.occrp.org/en/investigations/inside-south-africas-brutal-lion-bone-trade 

https://mcrsociety.org/2021/04/27/shedding-light-on-the-trade-in-nocturnal-galagos/
https://9now.nine.com.au/60-minutes/illegal-wildlife-wet-market-update-raided-and-shut-down-by-thai-authorities/cf0fc0ea-9805-4805-a983-cbba4237b299
https://9now.nine.com.au/60-minutes/illegal-wildlife-wet-market-update-raided-and-shut-down-by-thai-authorities/cf0fc0ea-9805-4805-a983-cbba4237b299
https://mg.co.za/article/2012-07-26-south-africa-at-core-of-illicit-ape-trade/
https://emsfoundation.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/THE-EXTINCTION-BUSINESS-South-Africas-lion-bone-trade.pdf
https://www.occrp.org/en/investigations/inside-south-africas-brutal-lion-bone-trade
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in 2015,29 was denied a permit to breed endangered animals in 2014,30 and in 2021 the zoo received a ring-
tailed lemur from Wildlife World Zoo, Aquarium and Safari Park in Arizona – a zoo that is known to supply 
wildlife traffickers with endangered animals.31  
 
Bushbabies are nocturnal and arboreal, and keeping them as pets significantly compromises their welfare.32 
 

 
Southern lesser bushbabies for sale at the Mini Zoo Pet Café, Thailand. Image credit: 
https://www.facebook.com/minizoocafejj/photos/pb.100063727823613.-2207520000./125120622444609/?type=3 
 
 

 
29 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3133629/Florida-zoo-owner-charged-mistreating-animals.html; https://www.wate.com/news/usda-charges-
a-zoo-in-florida-with-multiple-violations/ 
30 https://www.peta.org/media/news-releases/peta-calls-feds-deny-gulf-breeze-zoo-endangered-species-act-permit/ 
31 https://www.roadsidezoonews.org/post/wildlife-world-zoo-aquarium-safari-park-trafficked-43-endangered-species-in-the-past-two-years 
32 http://www.italian-journal-of-mammalogy.it/pdf-145762-77515?filename=The%20next%20exotic%20pet%20to%20go.pdf; 
https://annamiticus.com/2012/08/15/rhinos-from-south-africa-to-vietnam-via-thailand/ 

https://www.facebook.com/minizoocafejj/photos/pb.100063727823613.-2207520000./125120622444609/?type=3
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3133629/Florida-zoo-owner-charged-mistreating-animals.html
https://www.wate.com/news/usda-charges-a-zoo-in-florida-with-multiple-violations/
https://www.wate.com/news/usda-charges-a-zoo-in-florida-with-multiple-violations/
https://www.peta.org/media/news-releases/peta-calls-feds-deny-gulf-breeze-zoo-endangered-species-act-permit/
https://www.roadsidezoonews.org/post/wildlife-world-zoo-aquarium-safari-park-trafficked-43-endangered-species-in-the-past-two-years
http://www.italian-journal-of-mammalogy.it/pdf-145762-77515?filename=The%20next%20exotic%20pet%20to%20go.pdf
https://annamiticus.com/2012/08/15/rhinos-from-south-africa-to-vietnam-via-thailand/
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Southern lesser bushbaby at Siam Sugar Farm. Image credit: 
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=973503942724550&set=pcb.973504136057864 
 

 
Bushbabies on special offer at Pakchong Exotic Pets, Thailand. Image credit: 
https://www.facebook.com/PakchongPetsShop/photos/p.2762237387166390/2762237387166390/?type=3 
 

Labelling Entire Species as Delinquents  
 
In South Africa indigenous (nonhuman) primates, as entire species, are constructed as social problems and 
labelled by certain provincial conservation authorities as “damage-causing animals”. Implicit in such 
labelling is that the blame of such ‘damage’ lies entirely with indigenous (nonhuman) primates.  This infers 
that humans are blameless and that human retaliation for their constructed or perceived crimes are 
justified. Once labelled as ‘damage-causing’, methods that can be used to capture or kill them include cage 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=973503942724550&set=pcb.973504136057864
https://www.facebook.com/PakchongPetsShop/photos/p.2762237387166390/2762237387166390/?type=3
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traps, poison collars, darting, call and shoot, foothold traps, dogs, poison firing apparatus, denning and 
translocation.33  
 
South Africa’s (nonhuman) primates are wrongfully victimised, cruelly treated, indiscriminately targeted and 
extirpated. Provinces, by providing authorisation or permits to kill or remove individuals as a result of this 
discriminatory categorisation, are significantly impacting on the viability and stability of troops in the wild 
and are also contravening animal protection legislation and the amendment to the National Environmental 
Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004) - which includes provisions relating to the well-
being of wild animals (these provisions form part of the National Environmental Management Laws 
Amendment Bill (NEMLA Bill), which has been passed by Parliament and gazetted).  
 
Interestingly, according to the Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife (EKZNW) Norms and Standards for the Management of 
Primates in Kwazulu-Natal, although monkeys and baboons are “often perceived as a big problem, in most 
cases when investigated the damage is minor, being a nuisance rather than causing significant economic 
impact” and that “poor public awareness and understanding of primates (especially vervet monkeys and 
baboons), and inappropriate human behaviour in interactions with these animals (e.g. hand-feeding), 
exacerbate the nuisance factor (the “problem-” or “damage-causing” phenomenon)”.34  
 
The EKZNW Norms and Standards, which apparently have never been implemented, also recognise that: 
“Vervet monkeys and baboons have multi-male societies with strong cultural transmission of status and 
authority in the group, and removal of individuals of either sex has complex consequences for troop stability 
and productivity. In these species, destruction or culling of animals leads to social instability and can increase 
individual turnover and exacerbate risk that ‘new’ individuals will be encountered as problems. Therefore, 
destruction or use of culling as a tool to address human-animal conflict must be carefully considered from 
both ethical and effectiveness perspectives, and other approaches such as education of humans should be 
applied wherever possible….Removal of individuals from groups of primates can result in devastating and 
anticipated changes such as infanticide or major loss of knowledge about habitat or feeding areas among 
older individuals, all of which can affect future viability of the group.”35  
 

 
33 Government Gazette (2016) Norms and Standards for the management of damage-causing animals in South Africa Vol. 617, No. 40412. 
https://www.dffe.gov.za/sites/default/files/gazetted_notices/NEM:BA10of2004_managementofdamagecausinganimalsinsa_gn40412_0.pdf 
34 Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife (EKZNW) Norms and Standards for the Management of Primates in Kwazulu-Natal, set and adopted by the Board of the 
Kwazulu-Natal Nature Conservation Service on 27 June 2008 in terms of Section 5(3) of the Kwazulu-Natal Nature Conservation Management Act 9 
of 1997. Section5: Context and Principles.  
35 Ibid. 

https://www.dffe.gov.za/sites/default/files/gazetted_notices/nemba10of2004_managementofdamagecausinganimalsinsa_gn40412_0.pdf
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Trading in Trophies 

  
Daily Mirror, 1 September 2019, https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/sick-british-tourists-shoot-monkeys-19120277 

 
Trophy hunting of (nonhuman) primates serves no conservation purpose. 
 
South Africa is the largest exporter of (nonhuman) primate trophies, especially chacma baboons and vervet 
monkeys with over 400 operators advertising indigenous (nonhuman) primate hunting.36 Chacma baboons 
are the most hunted, with 3,349 chacma baboon trophies and 1,886 vervet monkey trophies having been 
exported during the 7 years under review.  The USA is responsible for the import of 2,087 (62%) chacma 
baboon trophies or body parts and 1,262 (67%) vervet monkey trophies or body parts.  
 
Every year, provincial nature conservation authorities issue hunting proclamations stating how many 
indigenous (nonhuman) primates can be ‘bagged’ within a specific period. Usually, hunting is permitted all 
year round, including during the breeding season, either with a limit of 365 a year or no limit at all.  No 
consideration is given to whether they are males or females, whether they could be lactating or caring for 
young, what age they are or the role they play in their own societies and communities and the impact on 
their families and groups, is not taken into account.   
 

 
36 Trophy Hunting Poses Threat to African Primates - PASA 

https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/sick-british-tourists-shoot-monkeys-19120277
https://pasa.org/awareness/trophy-hunting-poses-threat-to-african-primates/
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Asked by the Democratic Alliance via a Parliamentary Question in 202237 about the total number of baboon 
hunting permits that have been granted in the Republic over the past five years – the Minister of Forestry, 
Fisheries and the Environment replied that this is a provincial competency. And in answer to the question as 
to whether there are any plans to review the (a) protocols regarding the hunting of baboons and (b) granting 
of baboon hunting permits; if not, why not, in each case; if so, what are relevant details, Minister Barbara 
Creecy answered: “There are no plans by the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment to 
review protocols regarding the hunting of baboons or the granting of permits for the hunting of baboon, 
since the function to develop such protocols and to issue hunting permits for baboon fall within the purview 
of the MECs.” Much of the information on which this report is based is from detailed information provided 
to us by the national department (DFFE) via PAIA, therefore the national Minister is well aware of the 
number of indigenous (nonhuman) primates that are being trophy hunted in South Africa.   
 
According to the Pan African Sanctuary Alliance (PASA) “researchers found that exports of primate trophies 
more than doubled in recent decades. Numerous African primate species are among the most targeted 
species by international trophy hunters, including chacma baboons, vervet monkeys, and yellow baboons. 
An analysis of the trade data of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) found 
that chacma baboons ranked the fifth highest trophies imported and exported internationally, after 
American black bears, Hartmann’s Mountain zebras, African leopards, and African elephants.”38  
 
The internet is littered with graphic and disturbing examples of South African (nonhuman primates) being 
killed for sport and fun, using crossbows and guns and along with jackals the cheapest item on the hunting 
price list. In some cases, they are merely considered as “target practice” by trophy hunters as they hunt for 
larger animals to kill or they are “thrown in for free” as part of the larger hunting package.  
 
For some examples of these hunts in South Africa, and freely available on the Internet, see: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9DG7KKEoLZI 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvyffecJzVU 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sI8ehxmEa_Q 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7OGeId5QWs 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-2ssEhj5qo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOfPU5DKhN4 
https://www.facebook.com/impactshootin/videos/long-range-baboon-hunting/511773105969573/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_n8wRm7wYg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKqJCjvuHz4 
https://www.huntingpa.com/threads/baboon-hunt-from-south-africa.334374/ 
 

  

 
37 Question No. 4409 {Nw4322e, Internal Question Paper No. 37 Of 2022. Date Of Publication: 30 September 2022. 
https://www.dffe.gov.za/sites/default/files/parliamentary_updates/pq4409of2022baboonhuntingpermits.pdf 
38 Trophy Hunting Poses Threat to African Primates - PASA and (PDF) Primates as hunting trophies - POSTER (researchgate.net) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9DG7KKEoLZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvyffecJzVU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sI8ehxmEa_Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7OGeId5QWs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-2ssEhj5qo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOfPU5DKhN4
https://www.facebook.com/impactshootin/videos/long-range-baboon-hunting/511773105969573/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_n8wRm7wYg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKqJCjvuHz4
https://www.huntingpa.com/threads/baboon-hunt-from-south-africa.334374/
https://www.dffe.gov.za/sites/default/files/parliamentary_updates/pq4409of2022baboonhuntingpermits.pdf
https://pasa.org/awareness/trophy-hunting-poses-threat-to-african-primates/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/264943528_Primates_as_hunting_trophies_-_POSTER
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Provincial Analysis  

Provincial Ordinances 
 
Each province is subject to its own ordinances and publishes its hunting regulations in the Government 
Gazette.  These laws are subordinate to NEM:BA and TOPS, both of which must be complied with.  These 
provincial ordinances are not aligned in terms of terminology or requirements but can be summarised at a 
high level as follows: 
 

• A permit is usually required to conduct a restricted activity such as hunting, capture, keeping in 
captivity or destruction of a so-called ‘damage causing animal’ which is a Protected Species. 

• Samango monkeys are the only primates listed as a Threatened or Protected Species.  All of the 
provinces require a permit to hunt samango monkeys, in line with TOPS, although no local hunting or 
capture of these primates was recorded in terms of the PAIA response. 

• All of the provinces, except the Free State, also give specific protection to and require a permit for 
hunting bushbabies.   

• 5 of the 9 provinces do not require a permit to hunt chacma baboons and vervet monkeys.  They can 
be hunted throughout the year, including during the breeding season. 

• The Eastern Cape, Western Cape, Northwest and Limpopo do require a permit for the hunting of 
chacma baboons and vervet monkeys.  This does not, however, apply to the owner of the land on 
which the baboons are hunted. 

Provincial PAIA Data 
 
A PAIA was sent to each of the nine provinces requesting for the period January 2016 to December 2022, all 
indigenous (nonhuman) primate species: the population counts and demographics; assessments of the 
overall health of the populations; the number of so-called ‘damage-causing animals’ relocated, removed for 
permanent captivity or destroyed (killed); and the number and demographics of each species killed as 
hunting trophies. 
 
Provincial responses to PAIA requests for hunting and so-called Damaging-Causing Animals (DCA) permits 
issued for indigenous primates, for the period 2012 to November 2022, revealed that the all the data 
provided by the provinces is patchy and unreliable and that sound recordkeeping and management practices 
are not in place. Specifically, it showed that:  
 

• The Eastern Cape Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism 
(DEDEAT) did not respond to the official PAIA request despite numerous follow-ups.  The Eastern 
Cape ordinance recognises chacma baboons and vervet monkeys as Protected Species by virtue of 
their CITES listing and does require a permit to hunt them.  Their hunting proclamation states that a 
person in possession of a permit can hunt chacma baboon and vervet monkeys all year round in 
unrestricted numbers. 

• The Free State Department of Tourism, Environment & Economic Affairs (DESTEA) did not perform 
any population counts or assessments and was not able to provide any local hunting data.  The Free 
State ordinance categorises chacma baboons and vervet monkeys as Scarce Species but does not 

https://www.capenature.co.za/uploads/files/Nature-Conservation-Ordinance-19-of-1974_2021-05-31-075828.pdf
https://phasa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021-EC-Hunting-Proclamation.pdf
https://cer.org.za/virtual-library/legislation/provincial/free-state/nature-conservation-ordinance-8-of-1969
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require a permit to hunt Scarce Species which are not Game.  Similarly, there is no requirement for a 
permit to kill DCA’s as farmers are allowed to control the animals on their farms. 

• The Gauteng Department of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment (GDARD) did not 
perform any population counts or assessments and was not able to provide any local hunting data.  
The Gauteng ordinance classifies chacma baboons and vervet monkeys as “Wild Animals” and does 
not require a permit to hunt them, does not keep any records of those (nonhuman) primates hunted 
and states that they are not a priority for the province. 

• The KwaZulu Natal Department of Economic Development, Tourism & Environmental Affairs (EDTEA) 
did not perform provincial-wide population counts or assessments and was not able to provide any 
local hunting data.  The KZN ordinance does not list chacma baboons or vervet monkeys on any of 
their schedules and does not require a permit for the hunting of chacma Baboons and vervet 
Monkeys but did provide some data on the (nonhuman) primates destroyed as DCA’s. 

• Limpopo Economic Development, Environment and Tourism (LEDET) did not perform any population 
counts or assessments.  LEDET did provide data for the hunting and destruction of DCA’s for chacma 
baboons and vervet monkeys.  Limpopo classifies chacma baboons and vervet monkeys as “Game” 
on schedule 4 of their ordinance, requires that a permit be obtained to hunt or destroy them and 
appears to be complying with their legislation.  Hunting of chacma baboons and vervet monkeys is 
permitted all year round. 

• The Mpumalanga Department of Economic Development and Tourism (DEDT) did not perform any 
population counts or assessments.  Mpumalanga did provide some data on primates hunted as 
trophies, but it was not clear which primates these were and if they were hunted locally or for 
export.  As Mpumalanga provincial legislation does not require a permit, this information is likely to 
be incomplete.    

• The North West  provincial legislation classifies Chacma baboons and Vervet monkeys as “Ordinary 
species” and does not list them specifically, but because of their CITES listing requires that a hunting 
permit be obtained.  In the response from the Department of Economic Development, Environment, 
Conservation and Tourism to the PAIA request however, they refused to provide information relating 
to population counts, assessments or hunting statistics so it is not clear if they are complying with 
their own legislation. 

• The Northern Cape Department of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs, Rural Development and Land 
Reform did not perform any population counts or assessments.  It did provide very limited hunting 
data for chacma baboons and vervet monkeys but the hunting proclamation allows them to be 
hunted all year round in unrestricted numbers. 

• The Western Cape Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning did not perform 
any population counts or assessments.  The Western Cape does require a permit for the hunting or 
destruction of chacma baboons and vervet monkeys and did provide limited data, but it is likely that 
this information is incomplete.  Western Cape data provided indicate that no baboons were killed in 
2019 and only 3 baboons were killed since 2016.  Media, however, reported that seven permits were 
issued to kill baboons in 2019 alone.  The Western Cape hunting proclamation usually allows the 

https://cer.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/12-83-Nature-Conservation-Ordinance.pdf
https://sherloc.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nature-conservation-ordinance-15-of-1974-kwazulu-natal-province_html/KZN_Nature_Conservation_Ordinance.pdf
https://natshoot.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/Hunting%20Proclamations%202018/2018%20KZN%20Hunting%20Proclamations%202015%20as%20valid%20for%202018.pdf
https://cer.org.za/virtual-library/legislation/provincial/limpopo/limpopo-environmental-management-act-7-of-2003
https://natshoot.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/Hunting%20Proclamations%202019/Proclamation%20for%20Hunting%20in%20Limpopo.pdf
https://cer.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/10-of-1998-Mpumalanga-Nature-Conservation-Act.pdf
https://natshoot.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/00%20NEW%20WEBSITE/Web-Docs/2020/2020-Mpumalanga-Proclamation.pdf
https://cer.org.za/virtual-library/legislation/provincial/gauteng/transvaal-nature-conservation-ordinance-12-of-1983
https://natshoot.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/Hunting%20Proclamations%202018/2018%20NorthernCape-Hunting%20proclamation-2018(2013).pdf
https://www.news24.com/news24/seven-baboons-killed-after-permits-granted-to-constantia-farms-20180707
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killing of chacma baboons and vervet monkeys throughout the year with a daily “bag limit”39 of 1 of 
each species every day, i.e. 365 chacma baboons and 365 vervet monkeys.40     

 
All nine provinces allow the hunting of chacma baboons and vervet monkeys.  In most cases, this is 
permitted all year round with no restriction on the number that can be hunted.   
 

Most of the provinces do not monitor the hunting of (nonhuman) primates, either through the permitting 
process or through census and assessments of the populations.  It is therefore unclear as to how many 
chacma baboons and vervet monkeys are being killed, how many remain in the wild or whether their 
populations are healthy and stable.   

 

Obligations Under CITES 
 
The role of NEM:BA is to safeguard biological diversity through the Act itself and Regulations and Norms and 
Standards made under it, and to give effect to International Agreements such as CITES.   
 
All indigenous South African primates are listed on CITES Appendix II. CITES governs international trade and 
Appendix II lists animals which may be threatened with extinction unless trade is controlled.  Permits for 
international trade should only be granted if a Scientific Authority of the State of export has advised that 
such export will not be detrimental to the survival of the species and if the State of export is satisfied that 
the specimen was not obtained in contravention of the laws of that State for the protection of fauna and 
flora.  
 
For the period under review, 3,349 chacma baboon trophies, 1,890 vervet monkeys (4 live) and 946 (943 
live) southern lesser bushbabies were exported internationally.  In a response to the PAIA request, SANBI 
acknowledge that a national-level Non-Detrimental Finding (NDF) has not been conducted for either the 
chacma baboon or vervet monkey, with the role of providing NDF advice being deferred to the provinces.  
 
PAIA requests sent to all provinces revealed that none of the provinces have conducted population counts or 
population health assessments (noting that the Eastern Cape did not bother to respond and the Northwest 
refused to respond). 
 

SANBI has abdicated their responsibility under NEM:BA and CITES to perform NDFs to justify international 
trade, to the provinces.  None of the provinces have performed population counts or assessments of the 
wild primate populations.  SANBI does not collate or review any data and does not perform any oversight 
at a national level.  There is therefore no data to support the assertion that populations are healthy and 
stable or that trade has a non-detrimental effect on wild populations, and that trade under CITES App II 
can be justified.   

 
39 The limit of how many individual animals of a certain species a single person can kill. 
40 For example for 2022 and 2023, see: https://www.capenature.co.za/uploads/files/Annual-Hunting-Notice-2022-WCP.pdf; 2011-Provincial Gaze 
(westerncape.gov.za)  
 

https://www.capenature.co.za/uploads/files/Annual-Hunting-Notice-2022-WCP.pdf
https://www.westerncape.gov.za/assets/departments/premier/8691-gaz-02-december-2022.pdf
https://www.westerncape.gov.za/assets/departments/premier/8691-gaz-02-december-2022.pdf
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Therefore, any international trade in chacma baboons, vervet monkeys or bushbabies is not in compliance 
with either NEM:BA or CITES.  

Findings 
 
Alarmingly, the South African environmental authorities are allowing a huge trade in (nonhuman) primates 
and their body parts despite the fact that:  
 

• No national-level NDF has ever been issued by South Africa for any of its indigenous (nonhuman) 
primates41, all of which are listed as CITES Appendix II species.  

• No management plans for the indigenous (nonhuman) primate species have been developed.   
• No population census has ever been undertaken. There is therefore no rigorous estimate for the size 

of the South African indigenous (nonhuman) primate population or their conservation status, nor 
reliable estimates of population trends at national or provincial scales. SANBI itself has identified the 
need to ascertain the population size (total and regional).42 

• DFFE and the provincial authorities do not have adequate systems in place to ensure that they have 
all the information they need, or a rational or scientific basis, for determining that the trade in 
(nonhuman) primates is non-detrimental.  

• SANBI has acknowledged that indigenous (nonhuman) primates are actively and intensively 
persecuted (shot and hunted) in South Africa.43 

• There are excessive killings illegal and legal (as supposed ‘damage causing animals’) of indigenous 
(nonhuman) primates.  

• There are no reliable estimates for the extent of illegal killings.  
• Figures for the number of indigenous (nonhuman) primates killed as ‘damage causing animals’ are 

not publicly available.  
• The environmental and anthropogenic drivers and threats and the effects of trade, hunting and 

killing on wild (nonhuman) primate populations in South Africa are poorly documented.44   
• There are poor reporting and management mechanisms.  
• Trophy hunting and killing quotas for indigenous (nonhuman) primates are excessive and 

unsustainable and are arbitrarily and unscientifically set.  
• DFFE and the provinces provide no information in relation to how trophy hunting and killing quotas 

have been determined and there is not compliance with the requirements of section 100(2)(b) of 
NEM:BA in that the Minister has not provided sufficient information, or indeed any information 
about how the quotas were arrived at to enable members of the public to submit meaningful 
representations or objections.  

• South Africa’s current management policies for indigenous (nonhuman) primates fails to engage 
with or evaluate the impact these policies are having on populations and individuals.  The effect is 
not only about numbers but also the impact on individuals – which is tragic. 

 
41 Cercopithecus albogularis – Samango Monkey. Papio ursinus - Chacma Baboon. Chlorocebus pygerythrus – Vervet Monkey 
42 http://speciesstatus.sanbi.org/assessment/last-assessment/02355/ 
43 Ibid.  
44 Key factors that can negatively impact indigenous (nonhuman) primate populations are habitat modification, loss and fragmentation, persecution, 
trophy hunting, and illegal hunting and killing.   

http://speciesstatus.sanbi.org/assessment/last-assessment/02355/
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• The trade, capturing, incarceration and killing of (nonhuman) primates is cruel, severely harmful to 
their societies and has negative consequences for human/wildlife conflict.  

• Those who are being targeted, selected, traded, trapped, hunted and killed have complex social 
structures, intrinsic worth and their interests, protection and well-being are supposed to be 
protected by NEM:BA and the Animals Protection Act.45 The role played by these individuals in their 
own societies is being totally disregarded.  

• While frequently, both the permit applications and official permits do have a field denoting sex, the 
provincial PAIA request revealed that only Limpopo Province was in possession of information on 
whether the (nonhuman) primate killed was male or female.    

 
In conclusion, the issuing authorities for hunting permits and trade do not have the necessary information in 
front of them, particularly if there is no national NDF and no national population census. They are therefore 
making irrational and arbitrary trade and hunting determinations for indigenous (nonhuman) primates 
without taking the necessary information into account to inform conservation, enforcement, and 
legislative decisions.  

 
EXOTIC (NONHUMAN) PRIMATES: UNCONTROLLED BREEDING AND TRADE 
 
So-called exotic animal species, whether they are CITES Appendix listed or protected in the country of origin, 
are not protected by conservation legislation in South Africa. Zoos in South Africa are not required to keep 
studbooks, their numbers are not controlled and in most provinces in the country, exotic animals can be kept 
in captivity without permits. They are hunted, bred, sold, exported and kept as pets without fear of 
accountability or transparency.   
 
In South Africa, exotic (nonhuman) primates are bred for the pet trade, the biomedical research industry and 
for export to international zoos. The pet trade in South Africa is a cruel, free-for-all industry that benefits 
only breeders, brokers and sellers. There is no oversight, and only the sale of indigenous animals and a few 
invasive species are prohibited. South Africa allows for the export of mostly marmoset monkeys to breeding 
farms for international laboratories in China and the Unites States of America (USA). The international zoo 
industry is fraught with illegalities and inefficiencies, but (nonhuman) primate exports from South Africa to 
international zoos are allowed mostly without any audit or review.  
 
Although the South African export trade in wildlife may appear to be highly regulated on paper, the reality is 
that the regulation is beset by inefficiencies, outright fraud and illegality. It is impossible to draw a definitive 
line between the legal and illegal trade and much of the paperwork that passes through the bureaucracy is 
pure fiction. Regulatory decay in South Africa promotes questionable transactions and the wild animals 
involved are seldom extricated from the trade that commodifies them - stimulating the keeping of wild 
animals as pets and threatening the survival of primate species in the wild.46  

 
45 Act 61 of 1972. 
46https://news.mongabay.com/2020/10/marmosets-trafficked-as-pets-now-threaten-native-species-in-atlantic-forest/; 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2020/12/animals-from-africa-s-biggest-trafficked-primate-confiscation-fo.html 

https://news.mongabay.com/2020/10/marmosets-trafficked-as-pets-now-threaten-native-species-in-atlantic-forest/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2020/12/animals-from-africa-s-biggest-trafficked-primate-confiscation-fo.html
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The Pet Trade 
 
The (nonhuman) primate pet trade, bolstered by social media, continues to grow and impacts the survival of 
individuals and wild populations globally: “The documented trade in live (nonhuman) primates is lucrative 
and complex and involves the capture and movement of hundreds of thousands of individuals per year for 
the biomedical industry, the entertainment industry, and personal pet trade markets. Many primate species 
are increasingly threatened by legal and illegal unsustainable trade.”47  
Common marmosets, pencilled marmosets and golden-handed tamarins are the top three most popular live 
exotic (nonhuman) primate exports from South Africa.48 According to our information, the most common 
exotic monkeys bred for the cruel international pet trade,49 exported from South Africa to Bangladesh, 
Benin, China, Ghana, Indonesia, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Malaysia, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Sudan, 
Thailand, Turkey and the UAE, are:  
 

 
47 https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ajp.23079 
48 https://www.enca.com/south-africa/sas-problem-with-exporting-small-monkeys 
49https://theconversation.com/keeping-monkeys-as-pets-is-extraordinarily-cruel-a-ban-is-long-overdue-122278;    
https://primatepilgrimage.weebly.com/blog/the-tragic-link-between-primate-experiments-poaching-the-pet-trade-and-the-decline-of-primates-in-the-
wild; https://4apes.com/news/item/1724-cruelnotcute-primates-on-social-media 
50 https://www.bioexplorer.net/animals/mammals/monkeys/black-tufted-marmoset/ 
51 https://www.worldlandtrust.org/species/mammals/common-marmoset/ 
52 https://www.jungledragon.com/specie/32/common-squirrel-monkey.html 
53 https://animalia.bio/red-handed-tamarin 

 50 Black-pencilled marmosets (Callithrix penicillate) 

 51 Common marmoset (Callithrix jacchus) 

 
52 Common squirrel monkey (Saimiri sciureus) 

 53 Red-handed/golden-handed tamarin (Saguinus midas)  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ajp.23079
https://www.enca.com/south-africa/sas-problem-with-exporting-small-monkeys
https://theconversation.com/keeping-monkeys-as-pets-is-extraordinarily-cruel-a-ban-is-long-overdue-122278
https://primatepilgrimage.weebly.com/blog/the-tragic-link-between-primate-experiments-poaching-the-pet-trade-and-the-decline-of-primates-in-the-wild
https://primatepilgrimage.weebly.com/blog/the-tragic-link-between-primate-experiments-poaching-the-pet-trade-and-the-decline-of-primates-in-the-wild
https://4apes.com/news/item/1724-cruelnotcute-primates-on-social-media
https://www.bioexplorer.net/animals/mammals/monkeys/black-tufted-marmoset/
https://www.worldlandtrust.org/species/mammals/common-marmoset/
https://www.jungledragon.com/specie/32/common-squirrel-monkey.html
https://animalia.bio/red-handed-tamarin
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The records show that the majority of captive-bred exotic monkeys were shipped off to mostly non-existent 
companies in Bangladesh – fraudulently, because the country does not allow the import of monkeys for the 
pet trade – by Wayne Wheatley (Parrots SA), Theuns van Zyl, Shakeel Malkani (Animal and Birds Exporter 
SA), Gideon Fourie (P.F. Distributors) and Edward Coetzer (Uniteam Investments).56   
 
The illegal trade in great apes, such as chimpanzees, is often supported by wholesalers in China, the UAE and 
Armenia, who “often act as intermediaries between the traffickers and the final buyers in Asia, the Middle 
East and Russia. China has at least four known such wholesalers, including the biggest known as Golden Land 
Animal Trade.”57 The same company imported 60 marmosets in 2016 from Mystic Monkeys and Feathers 
Wildlife Park in 2016. Golden Land Animal Trade also has its own breeding farms in China. One of these 
farms, Green World Breeding Farm in Tianjin, imported at least 610 marmosets (their final destinations are 
unknown) from South African breeder and broker, Andre Snyman. 

 

Golden Land Animal Trade Co. Ltd. operates from an apartment in a suburb in Tianjin. Image credit: Ban Animal Trading, 2018 

 
54 https://www.jungledragon.com/image/12090/capuchin.html 
55 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown_weeper_capuchin#/media/File:Cebus_brunneus_in_Parque_Cachamay.jpg 
56 https://mg.co.za/article/2012-07-26-south-africa-at-core-of-illicit-ape-trade/ 
57 https://oxpeckers.org/2022/05/drcs-great-ape-trade/ 

 54 Tufted capuchin (Cebus apella) 

 55 Weeper capuchin (Cebus olivaceus) 

https://www.jungledragon.com/image/12090/capuchin.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown_weeper_capuchin#/media/File:Cebus_brunneus_in_Parque_Cachamay.jpg
https://mg.co.za/article/2012-07-26-south-africa-at-core-of-illicit-ape-trade/
https://oxpeckers.org/2022/05/drcs-great-ape-trade/
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Marmoset monkey for sale at Reptiles Planet & Pet Studio, Malaysia. Image credit: https://foursquare.com/v/reptiles-planet-and-pet-
studio/4cad7dcf2a55224bceab6e69?openPhotoId=57f489d0498e663527456081    
 

It appears that the indiscriminate breeding and trading in squirrel monkeys, and weeper and tufted 
capuchins in South Africa was established through the import of wild-caught monkeys from Guyana from 
2013 to 2015. Mike Bester, owner of Bester Birds and Animal Zoo Park in Pretoria, imported at least 66 
tufted capuchins, 46 weeper capuchins and 130 squirrel monkeys, all wild caught,58 from Animal Farm 
Guyana Zoo during that three-year period. Marmosets and tamarins were bought in 1974 by James Magill, 
founder of Endofaun Zoo and owner of Zoological Live Animal Suppliers cc, and his website states that this 
“lead to an extensive project of captive breeding of New World Primates.”59 
 
 

The breeding, selling and keeping of exotic monkeys in South Africa is an unregulated industry. Pet shops 
sell exotic monkeys, they are advertised and sold online and often discarded as pets once they become 
mature. A few sanctuaries have been established in South Africa to assist with the surrender of exotic pet 
monkeys in the country, but the influx of unwanted pet monkeys is high and most of the sanctuaries are 
filled to capacity. 

 

The Biomedical Research (Vivisection) Industry 
 
South Africa exports hundreds of common marmosets and pencilled marmosets every year to breeding 
farms for laboratories, and to laboratories in China and the USA. Intriguingly, trade data on the exports of 

 
58 International commercial trade in live carnivores and primates 2006–2012: response to Bush et al. 2014.  
59 http://www.wzd.cz/zoo/AF/ZA/GP/endofaun_zoo/za_gp_bapsfontein-text01_eng.htm 

https://foursquare.com/v/reptiles-planet-and-pet-studio/4cad7dcf2a55224bceab6e69?openPhotoId=57f489d0498e663527456081
https://foursquare.com/v/reptiles-planet-and-pet-studio/4cad7dcf2a55224bceab6e69?openPhotoId=57f489d0498e663527456081
http://www.wzd.cz/zoo/AF/ZA/GP/endofaun_zoo/za_gp_bapsfontein-text01_eng.htm
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exotic primates to the two countries show the purpose of export as trade or breeding, and not for medical or 
scientific purposes, which are the CITES classifications for animals used for experimental and biomedical 
research.60  
 
Marmosets have become increasingly popular testing models because, according to scientists, “they are 
much better models than rodents. Unlike other primates, marmosets have short gestation periods, reach 
sexual maturity within a year and can produce up to 80 babies, compared with the 10 a rhesus macaque can 
produce, all of which make them ideal candidates for modelling the progress of a disease (Parkinson’s 
disease and Huntington’s disease).”61 
 
Worldwide Primates Inc. in the USA imports captive-bred marmoset monkeys from South Africa, and solely 
from animal trader Judith Janse van Rensburg, who has exported more than 1 000 individual marmosets 
since 2016 to this business, which is “a leading supplier of premium quality non-human primate models for 
research, including government, university, and pharmaceutical level facilities62.” The company was founded 
by Matthew Block, who is known for his involvement with the “Bangkok Six,” a notorious case in which six 
orangutans were smuggled in wooden crates from Singapore through Thailand en route to Moscow. Three 
died."63  

 

South Africa allows 100’s of common marmoset monkeys to be exported annually to the USA.  
Worldwide Primates Inc. Image Credit: Google Earth 

 
60 https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/cop/14/doc/E14-39.pdf; https://trade.cites.org/cites_trade_guidelines/en-CITES_Trade_Database_Guide.pdf 
61 https://www.livemint.com/Politics/6awCYkmrYUKWerzBV7cijI/Are-monkeys-the-new-lab-rats-for-genetic-tests.html; 
https://www.science.org/content/article/why-are-us-neuroscientists-are-clamoring-marmosets; 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/book/9780128118290/the-common-marmoset-in-captivity-and-biomedical-research 
62 http://wwprimates.com/ 
63 https://www.invw.org/2015/10/30/monkeying-around-with-ohsu-and-what-were-not-supposed-to-know/; https://awionline.org/awi-quarterly/2010-
winter/twentieth-anniversary-bangkok-six-smuggling-case 

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/cop/14/doc/E14-39.pdf
https://trade.cites.org/cites_trade_guidelines/en-CITES_Trade_Database_Guide.pdf
https://www.livemint.com/Politics/6awCYkmrYUKWerzBV7cijI/Are-monkeys-the-new-lab-rats-for-genetic-tests.html
https://www.science.org/content/article/why-are-us-neuroscientists-are-clamoring-marmosets
https://www.sciencedirect.com/book/9780128118290/the-common-marmoset-in-captivity-and-biomedical-research
http://wwprimates.com/
https://www.invw.org/2015/10/30/monkeying-around-with-ohsu-and-what-were-not-supposed-to-know/
https://awionline.org/awi-quarterly/2010-winter/twentieth-anniversary-bangkok-six-smuggling-case
https://awionline.org/awi-quarterly/2010-winter/twentieth-anniversary-bangkok-six-smuggling-case
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(Nonhuman) primate exports from South Africa to the USA during COVID, 2019 - 2021. Images credit: 
https://www.nationalacademies.org 
 

Theuns van Zyl, Judith Janse van Rensburg and Edward Coetzer (African Pride Imports and Exports) export 
marmosets to laboratories and monkey breeding farms for laboratories in China. Marmosets are one of five 
(nonhuman) primate species used for biomedical research in that country.64 Together, Van Zyl and Janse van 
Rensburg have exported at least 240 captive bred marmosets for biomedical research to China from 2016 to 
2019 (China has banned the import of live animals into the country since 2020). It is impossible to determine 
the true number of exotic (nonhuman) primates exported for vivisection to China, since Chinese brokering 
companies often act as middlemen for buyers.  

 
64 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK221790/ 

https://www.nationalacademies.org/
https://www.nationalacademies.org/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK221790/
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South Africa exported at least 240 marmosets to China for research purposes. One of the laboratories that imported the monkeys 
was Beijing Johnsen Bioresource Co. Ltd. Image Credit: http://en.johnsen.net.cn/class/view?id=37  

South Africa not only allows for the export of exotic (nonhuman) primates for biomedical research, but the 
country was also one of the main importers of rhesus macaques and crab-eating macaques from China in 
2003.65 The IUCN declared long-tailed macaques as endangered in March 2022.66 Wild-caught macaques are 
often used in research laboratories.67 According to the information received through PAIA, Beckman Coulter 
South Africa (Pty) Ltd imported 300 live macaques from the USA, from 2016 to 2022, for medical or scientific 
purposes. However, the company had not imported live (nonhuman) primates before during that time 
period, and the species was described as ‘live birds’ on the export data held by the South African 
government. GDARD issued permits for macaque diagnostic kits, and not live (nonhuman) primates. This is 
another example of incorrect recording of official data on animal import and export.  

The Zoo Industry 
 
Zoos claim to play a major role in conservation and education. This is not only a fallacy but also an untruth 
that allows the zoo industry to continue its wildlife trading business with very little scrutiny. Zoos often 
engage in the laundering of animals, the illegal wildlife trade and play a potentially “oversized role … in 
helping to launder illegal wildlife products into the supply chain.”68 Animals sold to or exchanged between 
zoos are seldom traceable.69  
 

 
65 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK221790/ 
66 https://news.mongabay.com/2022/08/endangered-species-listing-of-long-tailed-macaques-shocking-painful-predictable-commentary/ 
67 https://theecologist.org/2022/aug/31/inside-cruel-macaque-trade 
68 https://baselgovernance.org/sites/default/files/2021-04/Part%201%20Wildlife%20crime.pdf 
69 The South African authorities issued permits for the export of over 300 giraffes to one zoo in China, Jinan Wildlife Park, (BAT found only 16 giraffes 
there at the time of our visit) is an indication that no due diligence is done and that permits are uncritically approved and stamped. 

http://en.johnsen.net.cn/class/view?id=37
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK221790/
https://news.mongabay.com/2022/08/endangered-species-listing-of-long-tailed-macaques-shocking-painful-predictable-commentary/
https://theecologist.org/2022/aug/31/inside-cruel-macaque-trade
https://baselgovernance.org/sites/default/files/2021-04/Part%201%20Wildlife%20crime.pdf
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The SAMLIT report published in November 2021, corroborated research by BAT and EMS: “Organisations 
operating and claiming to be engaged in protecting wildlife through a legal structure have, in some cases, 
been linked to the illegal wildlife trade. These include zoos, wildlife farms, endangered species breeding 
facilities and captive breeding operations, that traffic in both legitimate and illegitimate products from South 
Africa. Some legal breeders are known to launder wild animals through their facilities, contributing to the 
difficulty in pinpointing illicit transactions and illegal activities. Corrupt facilitators enable the illegal trade in 
wildlife to occur by accepting bribes, issuing fake or forged CITES permits or licenses - or simply turning a 
blind eye to illegal activities.”70 
 
Zoos in South Africa have been implicated in questionable (nonhuman) primate transactions. Mike Bester, 
owner of Bester Birds and Animals Zoo Farm in Pretoria, imported “33 bushmeat orphan monkeys” from the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) in 2006 and sold them to American zoos after “The Johannesburg 
Zoo [allegedly] refused these monkeys questioning their origin and being unwilling to pay Bester's high 
prices.”71 In 2012, Christa Saayman, owner of Mystic Monkeys and Feathers Wildlife Park, sold 80 marmosets 
and 10 squirrel monkeys to Thai citizen, Somporn Mongkol, who was apparently connected to a zoo in 
Bangkok, the Bangkok Bird Park. However, Edwin Wiek of the Wildlife Friends Foundation Thailand said he: 
“…had no idea where the “Bangkok bird park” was and the address given on the paperwork for the sale “is 
just a piece of land with no buildings on it at all in the middle of Bangkok. Mongkol was a private individual 
and the bird park was “probably a fake company registered as a zoo to facilitate imports.”72 
 
The biggest number of exotic (nonhuman) primate shipments for zoo purposes (‘Z’), were exported to China, 
and these shipments included CITES Appendix I-listed ring-tailed lemurs and chimpanzees. Smaller numbers 
were exported to zoos in Australia, Georgia, Thailand, the UAE and the UK.  
 

There is a huge glaring loophole in CITES.  A loophole so big that the very intention of CITES can be 
undermined with no more than the use of one letter. 

 
The intention of CITES has always been to ensure that the trade in endangered species is tightly regulated, 
including a requirement that critically endangered species cannot be traded for commercial purposes. 
Despite this clear intention, commercial trade in critically endangered animals continues by simply entering 
purpose code “Z” (which applies to zoos), rather than purpose code “T” (which applies to commercial 
transactions). 
 
In practice it does not seem to matter if the zoo in question is unable to provide any conservation benefits or 
even meet minimal welfare requirements, nor does it matter if the trade to this so-called zoo has huge 
commercial value. Countless examples have shown that by simply proclaiming the transaction to be for zoo 
purposes, a commercial enterprise and transaction is able to escape from CITES most fundamental 
safeguard. 
 
The starting position, as set out in Article III of the Convention, states that permits to import or export an 

 
70 https://www.fic.gov.za/Documents/SAMLIT_IWT%20Report_November2021.pdf 
71 https://www.indiadivine.org/content/topic/2109846-fw-primate-net-live-animal-trade-the-road-from-drcongo-to-usa/ ; 
https://www.cultureunplugged.com/documentary/watch-online/play/13091/The-Kinshasa-Connection 
72 https://mg.co.za/article/2012-07-26-south-africa-at-core-of-illicit-ape-trade/ 

https://www.indiadivine.org/content/topic/2109846-fw-primate-net-live-animal-trade-the-road-from-drcongo-to-usa/
https://www.cultureunplugged.com/documentary/watch-online/play/13091/The-Kinshasa-Connection
https://mg.co.za/article/2012-07-26-south-africa-at-core-of-illicit-ape-trade/
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Appendix I listed species can only be granted when certain conditions are met: 
 
 In both incidences (import and export): The Scientific Authority (of the relevant state of export/ or 

import) must have advised that such export/import will not be detrimental to the survival of the 
species. 

 Export permits also require that: The Management Authority (of the relevant state of export) is 
satisfied that the specimen was not obtained in breach of national laws. 

 In addition, import permits also require that: The Management Authority (of the relevant state of 
import) must be satisfied that the specimen is not to be used for primarily commercial purposes. 

 

What is the meaning of ‘primarily commercial’? 
 
The primary resolution for permitted purposes does not offer a definition beyond the code titles.73 However, 
a separate Resolution provides interpretation guidance on ‘commercial purposes, ’ as follows74: 
 

1. An activity can generally be described as ‘commercial’ if its purpose is to obtain economic benefit 
(whether in cash or otherwise), and is directed toward resale, exchange, provision of a service or 
any other form of economic use or benefit. 

2. The term ‘commercial purposes’ should be defined by the country of import as broadly as 
possible so that any transaction which is not wholly ‘non-commercial’ will be regarded as 
‘commercial’. In transposing this principle to the term ‘primarily commercial purposes’, it is 
agreed that all uses whose non-commercial aspects do not clearly predominate shall be 
considered to be primarily commercial in nature, with the result that the import of specimens of 
Appendix I species should not be permitted. The burden of proof for showing that the intended 
use of specimens of Appendix I species is clearly non-commercial shall rest with the person or 
entity seeking to import such specimens. 

 

Are Zoos ‘primarily commercial’? 
 
The definitions of ‘primarily commercial,’ and ‘commercial’ are fairly broad. Taking a view, on its face: 
‘[where] non-commercial aspects do not clearly predominate shall be considered to be primarily commercial 
in nature’ would appear to cover many zoos, on the basic understanding of how zoos function; any 
conservation and education aspects do not clearly predominate their commercial value. Further, the burden 
of proof is on that person seeking to import the specimen. 
 
In practice, whether an import is occurring for a primarily commercial purpose is determined on a ‘case-by-
case basis depending on the facts. There are no fast rules as to its application. The above resolution75 
provides some direction by way of examples where there would likely be a finding that the purpose is not 
primarily commercial, such as scientific purposes and education and training. The zoo scenario is not directly 

 
73Resolution Conf 12.3 (Rev. CoP17) 
74 Conf.5.10 (Rev.CoP15), Available at: https://cites.org/eng/res/05/05-10R15.php 
75Conf.5.10 (Rev.CoP15), Available at: https://cites.org/eng/res/05/05-10R15.php 

https://cites.org/eng/res/05/05-10R15.php
https://cites.org/eng/res/05/05-10R15.php
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used. However, as above, this will depend on the facts available. 
 
There is ongoing and growing discussion on the relationship between ‘primarily commercial’ and zoos and its 
lack of clarity. For example, the CITES Secretary-General reportedly provided the WAZA 2017 annual 
conference attendees with one interpretation:   
 

‘Non-commercial trade and trade in captive bred and ranched animals will often involve zoos and 
aquariums. The purpose of certain zoos, commercial or not, sometimes comes into question, as does the 
true origin of a species…CITES uses certain terms for trade in live wild animals that could benefit from 
further guidance as to their application...The definition of these terms is in need of better guidance.”76 

 
There is no definition of what a zoo is under CITES, which is exacerbating this problem. Instead, it appears 
that the trade to zoos is happening under a loose and generous belief that all zoos must be for conservation 
and education. Not only is this often not the case, but even where this may exist, the commercial aspects 
predominate. 
 
It is clearly accepted that zoos are not automatically deemed to be outside of the definition of commercial. 
However, despite this, time and time again commercial operations have been able to import critically 
endangered Appendix I species by claiming to be a zoo. These facilities are often commercial enterprises, 
often using animals for entertainment shows and interaction, and exchanging significant sums of money in 
doing so. The problem therefore is that there is quite clearly a lack of understanding as to what rules apply. 
Further guidance is desperately needed. 
 
The primary objective of any solution needs to be to clarify two issues: 1) that an activity is primarily 
commercial even if it involves another activity that has non-commercial components; and 2) an activity that 
is labelled a zoo can still be for primarily commercial purposes under CITES if it is a profitmaking activity. 
 
Given the continued ambiguities surrounding the scope of ‘primarily commercial’ (under Article III, 
paragraph 3(c) of the Convention) and the continued commercial trade in Appendix I species for use in zoos, 
a clearer legal definition, at the very least, would be beneficial. 
 
 

THE DUPLICITOUS CITES “BREEDING” PURPOSE CODE 
 

CITES purpose code “B” – indicated for ‘breeding in captivity and artificial propagation’ is simply another 
loophole that allows for the commercial trade in CITES Appendix I-listed species without having to register 
the facility where the species is being bred for export, with CITES. It accomplishes the exact opposite of what 
a listing of a species on CITES Appendix I should achieve: CITES purpose code ‘B’ gives breeders, who are 
seldom listed as CITES approved breeding facilities for critically endangered species, as well as traders and 
pet shop owners, the opportunity to breed CITES Appendix I-listed species in captivity for commercial 

 
76 See:  https://cites.org/eng/news/sg/CITES_SG_keynote_address_WAZA_Annual_Conference_2017_Germany_18102017 
 
 

https://cites.org/eng/news/sg/CITES_SG_keynote_address_WAZA_Annual_Conference_2017_Germany_18102017


The Extinction Business Series (Issue 4)/ DISCARDED                                                                
  

      EMS Foundation & Ban Animal Trading 

 

32 | P a g e  
 

purposes, which is prohibited by CITES. CITES purpose code ‘B’ is just another example of how the treaty’s 
regulations can be manipulated to benefit breeders of and traders in (nonhuman) primates.  
 
Most countries do not offer legal protection to exotic species, which allows for the commercial trade in 
these species within the country. Critically endangered species become pets, the international pet trade is 
stimulated and wild populations are decimated. The trade in (nonhuman) primates, which includes the 
breeding and selling of (nonhuman) primates for biomedical research as well as the international pet trade, 
“continues to rely on wild populations to establish and replenish breeding groups, which raises questions 
regarding the legitimacy and status of captive-breeding claims. There is no way to know whether a particular 
individual was wild-caught or captive-bred.”77 
 
According to CITES, “Appendix I includes species threatened with extinction. Trade in specimens of these 
species is permitted only in exceptional circumstances.”78 Exceptional circumstances include “scientific 
exchange, breeding, or educational programmes. Trade cannot be for primarily commercial purposes (Article 
III(c)). As a result of such strict stipulations, listing a species in Appendix I effectively ends the commercial 
international trade in that species.”79  
 
Trade data analysis of South Africa’s international export of Appendix I-listed (nonhuman) primate species 
illustrates that nothing could be further from the truth. In fact, this loophole facilitates the trade in species 
listed by CITES as critically endangered. At least 40 cotton-top tamarins and 20 ring-tailed lemurs, listed on 
CITES Appendix I, were exported to Thailand, Mozambique, Kuwait, Indonesia and China for the purpose of 
breeding – an exceptional circumstance, according to CITES.  
 
The majority of international companies that imported cotton-top tamarins from South Africa trade 
commercially in animals, and the South African breeders that exported them are not registered with CITES as 
captive breeding facilities for the species (which would then treat Appendix I-listed species as Appendix II-
listed species, i.e., these species can be traded commercially).  
 
International cotton-top tamarin exports from South Africa, where this exotic species can be bred, sold and 
kept as pets, illustrate that the trade in the CITES Appendix I-listed cotton-top tamarin does not protect the 
species, nor does it contribute to the conservation of the species. The cotton-top tamarins below were 
exported with CITES purpose code ‘B’:   

80 

 

COUNTRY NR EXPORTER IMPORTER 

 
77 https://actionforprimates.org/public/afp_news_2020.php 
78 https://cites.org/eng 
79https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/wildlife-crime/module-2/key-issues/cites-and-the-international-trade-in-endangered-species.html 
80 https://www.dw.com/en/protecting-the-cotton-top-tamarin-and-its-colombian-habitat/a-44706170 

https://actionforprimates.org/public/afp_news_2020.php
https://cites.org/eng
https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/wildlife-crime/module-2/key-issues/cites-and-the-international-trade-in-endangered-species.html
https://www.dw.com/en/protecting-the-cotton-top-tamarin-and-its-colombian-habitat/a-44706170
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China  8 From Endofaun Zoo and exported 
by Zoological Live Animal 
Suppliers cc 
 

Heshan Longkou Jinfeng Animal Breeding Farm is a 
small and basic breeding farm, built of tin sheeting. 
The concrete enclosures for the animals are very 
small. As with many animals exported to China, it is 
impossible to determine the final destination of the 
animals bred at this facility, which sells animals to 
biotechnology companies, zoos and private 
individuals.81  
These exports to China do not end the commercial 
trade in this CITES Appendix I-listed species, because 
they can be sold in China as pets.  

Kuwait 4 Akwaaba Predator Park                                We could not find specific information about the 
business or the importer, The Village of Excellence in 
the Kabd district. However, information is available on 
an Israeli project, named Villages of Excellence, that 
aims to ‘provide vital information on emerging 
technologies in the agriculture sector to boost 
farmers’ yield.’82 As there are no diplomatic relations 
between the two countries, it is unlikely that the two 
names/projects would have anything in common. 
While keeping exotic pets is illegal in Kuwait,83 it 
appears that the law is not enforced and the use of 
CITES purpose code “B” is just another loophole 
exploited by animal traders.  

Mozambique 2 Zoological Live Animal Suppliers 
cc 

MHM Exotic Park and Nature Conservation is a private 
zoo, which is not PAAZA or AZA accredited and will 
also not be part of an international breeding 
programme for CITES I-listed species.  

Thailand 18 Endofaun Zoological Gardens Saraburi Wildlife Breeding Centre appears to exist 
only on paper. There is just one online reference to 
this centre, with Peera Jungthirapanich as the contact 
person / director,84 who was sentenced to 22 months’ 
imprisonment in 2002 for the trafficking of Thai birds 
of prey into the UK.85 

 

TRADE DATA ANALYSIS  
 
The data analysis is based on official information obtained by the EMS Foundation from the South African 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE), via the Promotion of Access to Information 

 
81 https://bananimaltrading.org/attachments/article/209/BreakingPoint__FINAL_15052020_web.pdf 
82 https://www.outlookindia.com/national/indo-israel-ties-75-villages-of-excellence-to-be-developed-to-mark-75th-indian-independence-news-196225 
83 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10374977/Woman-filmed-carrying-pet-LION-streets-young-animal-escaped-Kuwait.html 
84 https://www.1stworldtradeportal.com/default.cgi/action/viewcompanies/companyid/1030700/ 
85 https://www.academia.edu/8000235/Wildlife_Trafficking_and_Organised_Crime 

https://bananimaltrading.org/attachments/article/209/BreakingPoint__FINAL_15052020_web.pdf
https://www.outlookindia.com/national/indo-israel-ties-75-villages-of-excellence-to-be-developed-to-mark-75th-indian-independence-news-196225
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10374977/Woman-filmed-carrying-pet-LION-streets-young-animal-escaped-Kuwait.html
https://www.1stworldtradeportal.com/default.cgi/action/viewcompanies/companyid/1030700/
https://www.academia.edu/8000235/Wildlife_Trafficking_and_Organised_Crime
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Act (PAIA), about the trade in CITES86 listed (nonhuman) primates which took place through a single port of 
exit87 for the period 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2022 (7 years).  

Dashboard for Primates Traded for the 7 Years Under Review 
 

Total number of CITES permits evaluated relating to (nonhuman) primates 3,779 
Total number of (nonhuman) primates (or specimens representing a single animal) traded 10,226 
Live (nonhuman) primates traded (3,782 Exports and 72 Imports) 3,854 
Exported (nonhuman) primates (3,782 live exports and 5,401 trophies or derivatives representing a 
single animal) 

9,183 

Imported (nonhuman) primates (72 live imports and 703 trophies or samples representing a single 
animal) 

775 

Re-exported (nonhuman) primates (3 live re-exports and 265 trophies or specimens representing an 
animal traded) 

268 

Average annual number of (nonhuman) primates (or specimens representing an animal) traded per 
year 

1,460  

Total number of different (nonhuman) primate species traded (including 4 indigenous species) 46 
Total number of duplicate or suspicious entries removed   387 

 

Methodology 
 
In analysis of the data obtained by PAIA, the numbers were adjusted to represent individual animals to 
attempt to quantify the trade in individual primates.  In the interest of transparency and full disclosure, the 
major assumptions and methodology is outlined below.      
 
 Where two entries were identical or largely identical in terms of key data, the second entry was 

treated as a duplicate and eliminated.  387 duplicate entries representing 1,959 specimens were 
eliminated in this manner.   

 
 Where two entries with the same CITES permit number were identical except for differing EDMS 

numbers, this was treated as two different entries.  If the EDMS data is incorrect, a further 27 
individuals can be eliminated. 

 
 Where two specimens were traded under a single permit that appeared likely to be from a single 

animal e.g., the skull and the skin, this was counted as a single animal.  978 specimens were 
eliminated in this manner.  Where it appeared likely that body parts were likely to have been derived 
from different individuals e.g., a skull and a full mounted trophy, these were treated as two separate 
animals.  

 
 Samples, unless it was clear that they represented an individual animal, were excluded from the data 

presented.  7,526 diagnostic kits and enzymes were excluded in this manner.  418 samples were 

 
86 CITES is a multilateral treaty to protect endangered animals and plants from the threats of international trade.  
87 Namely, the Oliver Tambo International Airport, Johannesburg, Gauteng. 
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included where they represented an individual (412 bellies containing enzymes, 4 preserved brains 
and 2 foetal kidneys). 

 
The findings for the seven-year period under review are as follows: 

Exports 
 

9,183 (nonhuman) primates or specimens representing single individuals were exported:   
 5,401 trophies, skin, skulls and other derivatives representing individual animals 
 3,782 live individuals 

Imports 
 

775 (nonhuman) primates or specimens representing single individuals were imported:  
 72 live individuals were imported including 25 lemurs (Appendix I); 
 289 imports were trophies, skin, skulls or other body parts representing single individuals;  
 414 imports were samples representing single individuals i.e., bellies and foetal kidneys; 
 5,690 enzyme and diagnostic kits were excluded from further analysis.  

Re-Exports 
 

268 (nonhuman) primates representing single individuals were re-exported:  
 265 re-exports were trophies or body part derivatives 
 3 were live individuals 
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Detailed list of live (nonhuman) primates and body parts traded by permit type 

 
 Indigenous (nonhuman) primates      African (nonhuman) primates 

PERMIT TYPE

DESCRIPTION
CITES 
APPENDIX Live Trophies Live

Trophies & 
Derivatives Live

Trophies & 
Derivatives TOTAL

Chacma Baboon II 84 153 3,349 3,586
Vervet Monkey II 5 1 8 4 1,886 1,904
Southern Lesser Bushbaby II 943 3 946
Black Tufted-ear Marmoset II 774 774
Golden Handed Tamarin II 522 522
Crab Eating Macaque II 413 413
White Tufted-ear Marmoset II 362 362
Yellow Baboon II 161 106 29 10 306
Squirrel Monkey II 232 232
Bushbaby (Not specified) II 198 2 200
Baboon (Not specified) II 6 7 0 137 150
Marmoset (Not specified) II 4 129 133
Ring Tailed Lemur I 21 109 130
Tufted Capuchin II 120 120
Weeper Capuchin II 116 116
Cotton Top Tamarin I 76 76
Black-tailed Marmoset II 38 38
Panamanian White-Faced Capuchin II 30 30
Patas monkey II 1 18 19
Chimpanzee I 19 19
Black & White Colobus II 2 10 3 3 18
Lion-tailed Macaque I 15 15
Brown lemur I 10 10
Monkey (Not specified) II 1 8 9
White-throated Capuchin II 4 4 8
White-faced saki II 7 7
Red ruffed lemur I 7 7
Ruffed Lemur I 2 5 7
Olive Baboon II 1 5 6
Black-faced Spider Monkey II 6 6
Emperor Tamarin II 3 2 5
Silvery Marmoset II 5 5
Hamadryas Baboon II 4 1 5
Thick-tailed Bushbaby II 4 4
White- l ipped Tamarin II 0 4 4
Weddell's Saddle-back Tamarin II 4 4
Siamang I 3 3
Black-headed Squirrel Monkey II 3 3
Black-crested Mangabey II 3 3
Gelada Baboon II 2 1 3
African Green Monkey II 2 2
Dark-handed Gibbon I 2 2
Flying Lemur II 2 2
White-headed Lemur I 2 2
Brown-headed Tamarin II 2 2
Black-headed Night Monkey II 2 2
Grivet Monkey II 2 2
De Brazza's Monkey II 2 2
Crowned Lemur I 1 1
Buffed Gibbon I 1 1
Total Traded Nonhuman Primates 3 265 72 703 3,782 5,401 10,226

Import ExportRe-export
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Source of (nonhuman) primates exported 
 5,405 (59%) were taken from the wild  
 3,778 (41%) were born or bred in captivity 

 

 

Purpose for which (Nonhuman) primates exported 
 5,401 (59%) for hunting trophies 
 3,189 (35%) for commercial purposes 
 340 (4%) for zoos (not necessarily bona fide zoos) 
 240 (2%) for breeding in captivity (not necessarily in terms of a recognised breeding programme) 
 9 for personal use 
 4 for medical or scientific purposes (this was not correctly recorded, and I think we need to qualify: according to 

our information, hundreds of (nonhuman) primates were exported to laboratories and breeding farms for 
laboratories in China and the USA. The PAIA information provided, is incorrect and does not reflect the true 
number of (nonhuman) primates exported for medical and scientific purposes).  

 

 



The Extinction Business Series (Issue 4)/ DISCARDED                                                                
  

      EMS Foundation & Ban Animal Trading 

 

38 | P a g e  
 

Exports by species analysing the source and purpose 
 

 

 Indigenous (nonhuman) primates 
 African (nonhuman) primates 

 
 4 Brown Lemurs were exported to the UAE for ‘commercial purposes’   
 5 Brown Lemurs were exported to Thailand for ‘breeding in captivity’ purposes but with no further 

information on whether this was for conservation or a registered breeding programme. 
 
Brown Lemurs are CITES Appendix I animals.  CITES Appendix I animals are threatened with extinction and trade is 
prohibited except if the purpose of the import is not commercial. All Lemurs are listed as CITES Appendix I; thus, no 
Brown Lemurs should be traded for commercial purposes and those traded for breeding in captivity should be checked 
to confirm that it was sold to a registered breeding programme. 
 

PURPOSE
Medical and 
Scientific Personal

Breeding in 
captivity Zoo Commercial

Hunting 
Trophies

SOURCE
CITES 
APPENDIX

Taken from 
wild

Bred in 
Captivity

Bred in 
Captivity

Bred in 
Captivity

Bred in 
Captivity

Taken from 
wild TOTAL

Chacma Baboon II 3,349 3,349
Vervet Monkey II 4 1,886 1,890
Southern Lesser Bushbaby II 46 60 837 3 946
Black Tufted-ear Marmoset II 30 10 734 774
Golden Handed Tamarin II 10 18 494 522
White Tufted-ear Marmoset II 70 94 198 362
Squirrel monkey II 2 12 218 232
Bushbaby (Not specified) II 4 194 2 200
Baboon (Not specified) II 137 137
Marmoset (Not specified) II 129 129
Tufted Capuchin II 120 120
Weeper Capuchin II 116 116
Ring Tailed Lemur I 36 67 6 109
Cotton Top Tamarin I 30 46 76
Yellow Baboon II 4 25 10 39
Black-tailed Marmoset II 5 33 38
White Faced Capuchin II 30 30
Chimpanzee I 19 19
Patas Monkey II 18 18
Brown Lemur I 6 4 10
Monkey (Not specified) II 8 8
White-faced Saki II 7 7
Red Ruffed Lemur I 7 7
Black-faced Spider Monkey II 6 6
Silvery Marmoset II 5 5
Ruffed lemur I 1 4 5
White Throated Capuchin II 4 4
Thick-tailed Bushbaby II 4 4
White-lipped Tamarin II 2 2 4
Weddell's Saddle-back Tamarin II 3 1 4
Black and White colobus II 3 3
Grivet Monkey II 2 2
Brown-headed Tamarin II 2 2
Emperor Tamarin II 2 2
Black-headed Night Monkey II 2 2
De Brazza's Monkey II 2 2
Total Exported Nonhuman Primates 4 9 240 340 3,189 5,401 9,183
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Destination country of export and the declared purpose for which exported  

 
South Africa exported to the USA 3,581 (nonhuman) primate specimens including 2,087 indigenous chacma baboon 

trophies and 132 live primates including 20 indigenous southern lesser bushbabies.  Additional export data 
revealed the number of live exports to the USA to be as much as 680, 660 of which, were imported by a company 
which conducts biomedical research.  The purpose stated on the CITES permits was however not “S” – Scientific.     

South Africa exported to Thailand 1,409 (nonhuman) primate specimens of which 1,345 were live individuals.  Live exports 
to Thailand included 5 Appendix I Brown Lemurs, 178 indigenous bushbabies and 2 indigenous chacma baboons.  
The brown lemurs were exported for under the ‘commercial’ code and should only have been permitted to be 
exported under the “Z” category. 

South Africa exported to Bangladesh 1,389 live (nonhuman) primates including 18 patas monkeys, indigenous to Africa.  
All 1,389 live exports to Bangladesh were exported using permits issued with the export code “T” – commercial.  
Bangladesh however prohibits the commercial trade in (nonhuman) primates. 

South Africa exported to China 354 (nonhuman) primate specimens including 208 live individuals.  Live exports to China 
included 18 Appendix I chimpanzees and 16 Appendix I ring tailed lemurs.  

PURPOSE Scientific Personal
Breeding in 
captivity Zoo Commercial

Hunting 
Trophy Total

USA 7 32 110 3,432 3,581 39%
Thailand 183 41 1,182 3 1,409 15%
Bangladesh 1,389 1,389 15%
China 1 4 124 80 145 354 4%
Denmark 296 296 3%
Spain 200 200 2%
UAE 4 68 117 11 200 2%
Germany 4 1 163 168 2%
Canada 158 158 2%
Australia 1 6 15 113 135 1%
Indonesia 99 1 100 1%
Sweden 78 78 1%
Poland 75 75 1%
Kuwait 33 30 12 75 1%
Austria 73 73 1%
UK 5 68 73 1%
France 71 71 1%
Malaysia 14 8 43 1 66 1%
Vietnam 54 54 1%
Czech Republic 48 48 1%
Norway 47 47 1%
Pakistan 44 44 0%
Belgium 42 42 0%
Russia 1 32 33 0%
Finland 30 30 0%
Hungary 28 28 0%
Iran 25 25 0%
Lebanon 20 1 21 0%
Nepal 20 20 0%
Slovakia 20 20 0%
Brunei Darussalam 20 20 0%
Switzerland 19 19 0%
Netherlands 15 15 0%
Argentina 15 15 0%
Estonia 15 15 0%
luxembourg 14 14 0%
Romania 11 11 0%
Bulgaria 11 11 0%
Less than 10 animals 0 6 6 6 14 118 150 2%
Total Nonhuman Primates exported 4 20 240 340 3,213 5,366 9,183
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Analysis of live exports by species 

 
 

3 Entities account for 72% of live (nonhuman) primate exports.  
1. Mystic Monkeys exported 1,128 (31%) live individuals  
2. Animal and Bird Exporter SA exported 1,065 (29%) live individuals  
3. Parrots SA exported 424 (12%) live individuals  

 
The purpose of live exports was as follows: 
 3,189 (84%) for commercial purposes 
 340 (9%) for zoos 
 240 (3%) for breeding in captivity 
 9 for personal use 
  

19 live CITES Appendix I chimpanzees were exported under the zoo classification (“Z”) to China and Vietnam (18 exported by Snake and Animal Park).  Although legal, 
this ignores the fact that chimpanzees are some of the most social and cognitively advanced animals in the world.    The importer was Beijing Green Landscape Zoo or 
Beijing Wildlife Park which is a commercial wildlife park offering animal performances and interactions.  Only 3 of the 19 organisations importing under the “Z” category 
appeared to be non-profit organisations dedicated to education and conservation.  The other 16 organisations were “for-profit” companies or offered experiences such 
as animal performances, feeding and interactions. 

IMPORTING COUNTRY Other
Patas 
monkey Chimpanzee Baboon

White 
Faced 
capuchin

Black Tailed 
Marmoset

Cotton Top 
tamarin

Ring Tailed 
Lemur

Weeper 
Capuchin

Tufted 
capuchin

Marmoset 
(Not 
specified)

Bushbaby 
(Not 
specified)

Squirrel 
Monkey

White Tufted-
ear 
Marmoset

Golden 
Handed 
tamarin

Black Tufted-
ear 
Marmoset

Southern 
Lesser 
Bushbaby TOTAL

CITES APPENDIX II I II II II I I II II II II II II II II II

Thailand 41 4 22 14 8 178 140 6 96 897 1,406
Bangladesh 4 18 26 28 102 103 18 182 30 464 414 1,389
China 18 4 16 80 90 208
UAE 12 4 40 10 1 48 10 46 18 189
USA 100 12 20 132
Indonesia 1 26 20 20 32 99
Kuwait 29 10 10 10 10 69
Malaysia 5 8 8 6 4 30 4 65
Vietnam 5 1 4 30 14 54
Pakistan 14 14 16 44
Iran 25 25
Brunei Darussalam 20 20
Lebanon 20 20
Nepal 10 10 20
Less than ten 1 0 0 0 5 6 2 0 0 2 8 10 4 38
TOTAL LIVE EXPORTS 63 18 19 29 30 38 76 109 116 120 129 198 232 362 522 774 943 3,778

https://www.travelchinaguide.com/attraction/beijing/wildlife-park.htm
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Imports by species analysing the source and purpose 
 

Breakdown of (nonhuman) primate IMPORTS, including PURPOSE for which exported and the SOURCE from 
which they were obtained.   

 Indigenous (nonhuman) primates 
 African (nonhuman) primates 

 
775 imports of (nonhuman) primates were recorded (samples excluded) 

 
414 (53%) of the imports were for medical purposes 

 
72 imports were live individuals  

• 68 live imports were for zoos 
• 3 live imports were for breeding in captivity  
• 1 live import was for personal use 

 
289 (37%) of the imports were Hunting Trophies 

• 153 were Chacma Baboons which are indigenous to Southern Africa 
• 106 were Yellow Baboons native to Africa 
• 8 Vervet monkeys were from neighbouring African countries 

  

PURPOSE Personal
Breeding in 
captivity Zoo

Hunting 
Trophies

Medical and 
Scientific

SOURCE CITES
Taken from 
the wild

Bred in 
Captivity

Bred in 
Captivity

Taken from 
wild

Bred in 
captivity TOTAL

Crab-eating  Macaque II 1 412 413
Chacma Baboon II 153 153
Yellow Baboon II 106 106
Ring Tailed Lemur I 21 21
Lion-tailed Macaque I 15 15
Black and White Colobus II 10 3 13
Vervet Monkey II 1 8 9
Baboon (Not specified) II 7 7
Olive Baboon II 5 5
White-throated Capuchin II 2 2
Marmoset (Not specified) II 4 4
Emperor Tamarin II 1 2 3
Siamang I 3 3
Black-headed Squirrel Monkey II 3 3
Black Crested Mangabey II 3 3
African Green Monkey II 2 2
White Headed Lemur I 2 2
Ruffed Lemur I 2 2 4
Flying Lemur II 2 2
Gelada Baboon II 1 1
Hamadryas Baboon II 1 1
Buffed Gibbon I 1 1
Patas Monkey II 1 1
Monkey (Not specified) II 1 1
Total Imports of Nonhuman Primates 1 3 68 289 414 775
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Comparison of live export data from different data sources 
 
The live (nonhuman) primate export data evaluated in this report was from a single port of exit being the OR Tambo 
international airport.  To estimate the extent of live nonhuman primate exports for the whole of South Africa, the data 
received via PAIA from OR Tambo International was compared to three other datasets: 

1. Additional export data  
2. CITES database exporters data  
3. CITES database importers data  

CITES Parties are required to submit trade information by 31 October of the following year, however, CITES has stated 
that the most recent year for which comprehensive statistics are available is two years before the current year.  This 
comparison was thus done for the 5-year period from 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2020.  For the period under 
review, the following results were found: 

 

1. OR Tambo PAIA dataset – 2,877 live exports of individual nonhuman primates 
2. Additional export data – 7,303 live exports (254% of the OR Tambo data provided via PAIA) 
3. CITES database exporters data – 9,366 (326% of the OR Tambo data provided via PAIA) 
4. CITES database importers data – 1,733 (62% of the OR Tambo data provided via PAIA) 

None of the datasets provide an accurate or complete picture of the live exports from South Africa.  The OR Tambo PAIA 
dataset is only for a single port of exit, namely OR Tambo international airport.  The additional export data is similarly 
only for OR Tambo.  The CITES database data submitted by South Africa, in the capacity of exporter, is allegedly 
comprised of quantities per permits issued and does not reflect actual animals exported.  The CITES database data 
submitted by the importers is incomplete.  Key importing countries, such as Bangladesh and Pakistan, comprising more 
than 50% of exports have not submitted their data to CITES for the period under review.  
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The additional export data obtained was matched and agreed to the OR Tambo dataset using the CITES number.  Where 
the additional export data could not be agreed to the data provided via PAIA, the CITES number was used to look up if 
the permit had been cancelled.  Where the permit was cancelled, the data was excluded.  Where the permit had not 
been cancelled, the data was included for the purposes of this comparison. 

From our attempts to obtain an accurate and complete view of live exports from South Africa, it is clear there is no 
reliable source of data exists and that the different data sets are not compared or agreed to each other.  

Our results suggest that while we were provided with data for the live export of 2,877 (nonhuman) primates, the total 
number for South Africa could be more than double. 

At least 45% of live exports are indigenous nonhuman primates and a further 5% are indigenous to Africa.  All 
nonhuman primates are listed on either CITES appendix I or II and require a non-detrimental finding (NDF) before any 
CITES permits can be issued.  Not having collated and reliable data is problematic for any assessment for conservation 
purposes of indigenous species as it is not clear how many indigenous animals are being removed from local 
populations.  It is also problematic for conservation efforts in neighbouring countries if South Africa cannot provide 
reliable data for comparison purposes.  

The data of trade partners should also be reviewed and agreed to export data to ensure that no illegal trade is taking 
place.  If trade partners are not complying with international regulations, South Africa should consider not issuing 
permits for export to those countries as they cannot prove that they are exercising reciprocal control. 

CONCLUSION 

The main findings of this report (see pages six to eight) show that South Africa’s laws are failing to protect 
(nonhuman) primates and are not preventing the negative consequences of South Africa’s so-called legal trade in 
(nonhuman) primates and their body parts.  

A moratorium on the trade, hunting and killing of South Africa’s indigenous (nonhuman) primates and the 
breeding, trading and keeping of exotic (nonhuman) primates as pets needs to be put in place immediately so that 
the poorly enforced, indefensible and shameful South African wildlife trade can be re-evaluated.  
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